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Message from the Chair

Waterloo Region is home to so many talented artists — sculptors, painters, musicians,
filmmakers and writers. Our vibrant and diverse arts community provides tremendous
potential to forge connections and broaden our economic diversity.

The public art installations at the ION stations speak to the creativity, diversity and
community engagement that makes Waterloo Region a terrific place to live, work and play.

| have always felt that there is a need to create multiple spaces to showcase our local
artistic talent. The Region supports our emerging artists and arts organizations in part
because this is an important sector of our local economy.

Ppan Fadrmon

Karen Redman
Regional Chair

Why public art?

Region of Waterloo recognizes the value of public artin increasing
the stature and maturity of the community, elevating the cultural
profile, and adding another feature for consideration in peoples’
choices of places to live and work.

Public art fosters place-making

The ION public artworks were selected using the Region’s two-
stage juried process to create unique and creative spaces along
the ION light rail transit route.
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“Spinal Column" by Sandra Dunn |
A bench forged out of an actual piece of the ION light rail track.
The bench depicts a spinal column, linked to our biology, health
and the hospital, but more importantly is a metaphor for the ION
as the spine of our community, and represents manufacturing as
the backbone of the region.

" "Because Cats Can't Fly" by Edwin and Veronica Dam De Nogales

Inspired by the gears of local industry, bicycles and clocks,
itis a welcoming reference to the community’s past and

present, a focal point for an evolving neighbourhood filled

| with people of all ages, who value healthy living and a sense

of play.




